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the murder of my lVife, Marilyn.

..

have been trained tQ help people and
sa\ring life, commit such a terrible and

•
Since his i~prisonment July 30, Dr. Sam Sheppard has been pon
dering "a statement of my position."
He scribbled several starts in his County Jail cell prior to his brief
30-hour liberty on bail.
Back in the same cell last night, he meticulously corrected the
final draft in a conference with his attorneys, William J. Corrigan
and Fred Garmone.

r~voltj.ng

de~oted

crime?

my life to

'Loved Wife,
Reioiced at
Second Child'
HPl'f' iii thP tPxt of Dr. SamuPI H . Sheppard's first
public statemPnt on his prPM"nt predicamen t, obtained
by T he> Prt-ss f ro m a me>mbt'r of his family.
I am not guilty of thl.' murder of my wife, Marilyn.
H ow could I, who have been trained to help people and
"':o"oc' m.+ 11"2 "' AW•htjf~. ~mmit StJOh. •-fHril>le
and revolting crime ?
I was severely injured in the encounter with her
murderer and I am still suffering from the effects of
those injuries. Dr. Hexter, who examined me for Cor
oner Gerber on July 4, reported that I was injured in
the right side of the forehead, both eyelids of my right
eye were contused, that I could open my mouth only
about 50<',. and there were cuts inside my mouth; that
there was an injury to my right chest,· and that the
cremasteric reflexes were absent and there was an
absence of abdominal reflexes.
The absence or these refl<'xes indicated an injury to
the brain or the spinal cord. I was examined by Dr.
Charles Elkins, who found evidence of a definite injury
to my spinal cord. These injuries were inflicted upon
me by the murderer of my wife and for a time rendered
me unconscious.

" Have Told All I Know"
I have told the police and other officials who ques
tioned me all I knew about the murder of my w ife. I
have done this freely and willingly because I am more
interested in the capture of my wife's murderer than
any other person on this earth.
I loved my wife; we rejoiced that we were to have a
S(COnd child, all the scandal and gossip to the contrary.
We had even given our unborn child a name and had
named it Stephen Allen. The last three months of our
married life wai:; perhaps among the happiest that we
enjoyed together.
I related atrr knew to the roroner, the police atBay
\'illage, the detectives from th<' County Sheriff's office
arid the police of the City of Cleveland. Some of the
police from Bny Village and County Detectives Carl
Ros~bach and Deputy Sh<'riff David Yettra seemed to
he genuinely interested in sol\'ing the crime but the
Cleveland P"lke seemed to have made up their minds
.t hat r committed the crime and concentrated in solving
the .::rime by securing a confession from me. I was
questioned on July 4 and !'5 by a number of officers.

Te lls of Questioning by Police
On Thursday, Detective Rossbach and Yettra ques
tioned me for three and one-half hours. This was in
my room and no other person was present except Of
firrr Drenkhan. of the Bay Village police force.
On Friday, July 9, J went to my home with l\1r. Ross
ba ::-h, ~tr. Yettra and Coroner Gerber and re-enacted
for them all my actions of th<.' evening of July 3 and
the morning of Jul) 4. They examined me ,,·ith the
greatest care and without intPrference on the part of
anyone. This acth· it~ lasted about four hours.
After that they ask<'d me to go to the sheriff's office
Turn lo St"rond 1''ront l'a:re

IN PRISON CARB again, Dr. Sam Sheppard is pictured
after he changed clothes in County Jail.
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and make a written statement. I agreed, and the next
morning, July .10, I arrived at the sheriff's office at a
o'clock and 1-emained there until almost 5 p. m. without
eating lunch. I was questioned by Mr. Rossbach, Mr.
Yettra, Assistant County Prosecutor Parrino and
Bauel', and Detectives Schottke and Ga1-eau of tlte
Cleveland Police Department.

THE INDICTMENT ITSELF, the object of weeks of investigation , names Dr. Samuel H.
Sheppard as the murderer of his w ife Marilyn-in a crime of "deliberate and pre
meditated malice.

from Dr. Sam's Statement
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This I refused to do, and on July 23 and 26, knowing
that I would be subjected to an unfriendly examination,
I waived a11 my rights and appeared before a hostile,
scoffing crowd and for five and one-half hours I an
swered under oath every question that was asked me.
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From July 4 to July 30 I lived at my father's house.
I was barred from my own home and the home of my
son. and have been ever since barred from it. I have
been barred not by the order of any court, but by the
police. The police knew where I was at all times, but
on the night of July 30 I was arrested at 10 p. m. and
brought before a magistrate that has now been de
termined to be a biased and prejudiced person.
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Tells of Inquest Appearance
On July 22, 23 and 26, the coroner held a public in
quest in the gymnasium in Normandy School in the
City of Bay Village. All the television stations, radio
stations, newspapers from Cleveland and other cities
had representatives there, both reporters and photog
raphers.
I was info1med, and did not have to be informed
because I knew it, that inasmuch as I had co-operated
with the police and given them my statements and in
view of the unwarranted vicious and unfavorable pub
licity that I had received and the editorials that had
been written about me, one of which called upon the
police to give me t:he third degree, I would be justified
in claiming my constitutional privileges.
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I made a long written statement which is a matter of
record and is in possession of the sheriff of thl!t
county.
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I was deprived of counsel and was thrown into jail,
and when my attorneys appeared at the jail they were
rclused admif)sion .

Links Arrest to Dope Suspicion
I have since learned that the timing of my arrest
and the reason that I was held incommunicado from
m y attorneys was because someone had the idea that
I was addicted to dope and all that had to be done to

solve the crime and get a confession from me was to
hold me until the craving for dope would break me
down.
During the succeeding week I was spirited out of
jail at night, taken to the City Hospital, where I was
examined by Dr. Braden in the presence of Dr. Greene,
the medical officer of the Cleveland Police Depart
meut. I am informed that this was on the order of the
chief of the Cleveland Police Department.
During the week after my arrest I was questioned
by relays of Cleveland detectives hour after hour, as
long as 12 hours at a stretch, and the entire question
ing had only one purpose, to secure a confession from
me of a crime I did not commit.
It was only after hours and hours of such question
ing and when the questioning became insulting and
abusive that I refused to submit further.
I am not guilty.

(Signed)

S. H. SHEPPARD.

